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poetic symbolism of Hawthorne's masterpiece. Adam Blair is
simple and austere tragedy, related with austere simplicity. Yet
the scene in which Blair enters the chapter-house at Glasgow and
quietly admits the charge which is being debated and deprecated
by his fellow-ministers is as noble in its bare simplicity as the
dramatic avowal in the more famous book. " The secret miseries
of a soul prostrate under the sense of spiritual abandonment"
are revealed with strength and restraint. Lockhart was an
extremely able man, who could have turned out efficient novels
as easily as any other article of literature, though his range was
limited to that of existing models. Reginald Dalton (1823), the
novel of undergraduate life at Oxford which immediately followed,
mixes farce and uproariousness like that of the Nodes Ambrosiatuc
with some idyllic fancy and some not very profound thought in
the Ciceronian style. But perhaps his best work is contained in
the desultory and incoherent History of Matthew Wald, which
Scott described as " full of power, but disagreeable and ends
vilely."1
The incoherence was intentional \ for this is his own account
of the critical episodes in an aimless and wasted life, written Wall
down when Matthew had recovered from a period of insanity
consequent upon a passionate outbreak. The tale might be called
an example of the introspective picaresque, so fortuitous is its
course. Lockhart here, as in his other novels, was too clear-
sighted to tinker with plots.
Matthew Wald went wrong on the very threshold of manhood,
when by an act of meanness he injured the woman whom he loved
and who had married another 5 but it was his own nature that he
injured most profoundly. Between him and her there is a spiritual
bond, deeper than simple affinity, a bond not dwelt upon by
Lockhart, but borne in on the reader's mind with a subtlety that
is, no doubt, the psychological power alluded to by Scott. Wald
loses his self-respect, and loses his compass; henceforth his life
drifts at random, and in the marriage which he makes and the
other situations he enters into he feels himself in an alien world.
By accident, he discovers that his wife is entitled to a great
property. He asserts her claims, and becomes rich. The poor
1 Andrew Lang'i Lift of Lockkart, i. 346.